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Press Release 

COMMISSION RECEIVES ASSISTANCE TO OPERATE SMALL-SCALE WEED HARVESTING EFFORT

Landing, New Jersey, June 10, 2009 --- In an effort to bring some relief to the aggressive weed growth in Lake Hopatcong, the Lake Hopatcong Commission (LHC) has put together a plan to accomplish a scaled-back weed harvesting program.  With funding for the weed harvesting operation eliminated from the State’s operating budget, the Commission terminated its entire field staff last fall and the harvesting equipment was placed in outside storage with no staff to maintain or operate the equipment.  

Discussion took place at the May LHC meeting on how to combat the weed situation this summer.  The lake level has been much of the focus of late, but with the lake down less than 1-1/2 feet and rising, people enjoying the lake have found the weed growth to be very aggressive due to the lower water level.  The Commission was planning to move the harvesting equipment to a vacant State-owned building in Franklin, New Jersey when it was proposed that some weed harvesting be conducted using a shared services approach.   If assistance could be obtained from the local municipalities and counties and funding approved from New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJ DEP) for minimal operational costs, the Commission could operate a significantly reduced harvesting effort.  

After a large coordination effort, a tentative plan has come together. During June, four harvesters will be relocated and minimal maintenance will be done to ready the equipment for harvesting.  The Commission anticipates harvesting to commence around the July Fourth holiday barring unforeseen difficulties.

With preliminary commitments from some of the towns and counties, a letter was sent to NJDEP Commissioner Mauriello requesting monetary assistance to get a bare bones harvesting operation running this year.  The Commissioner has agreed to provide $68K to cover the cost to rehire the Commission’s foreman to oversee the operation as well as cover the costs of parts, maintenance and insurance.  The funding will be provided through the previously signed Memorandum of Agreement between the NJDEP and the LHC.  The labor will be provided through a shared service effort in the following way:

Morris County has agreed to supply a mechanic to work on getting the limited equipment maintained and ready for harvesting. They will also supply a part-time county employee to operate a harvester.  The County has also agreed to temporarily defer the weed disposal cost.

Sussex County is working on providing some contribution, but as of this press release, details were not available.

Hopatcong Borough has offered use of their Department of Public Works’ facility to maintain and service the harvesting equipment. They also will provide some mechanical assistance.

Jefferson Township has offered two Township employees to operate the harvesters this season. They have also offered staffing assistance to relocate the equipment and ready the equipment. 

Mount Arlington Borough has offered a Borough employee to operate a harvester and assist in the other functions for the balance of the summer, providing the needs of the Borough are covered.

Roxbury Township has agreed to provide staff to help relocate the equipment and provide maintenance to ready equipment for operation.  

The Commission cannot stress enough how this year’s harvesting operation will be a band-aid approach at best.  This is a frantic attempt to offer some relief for those who enjoy the lake from the aggressive weed growth.  Tentative plans, based on staffing commitments and funding, are to operate only one to three harvesters from one location on the lake.  For the past seven summers, the Commission operated six harvesters and two weed transfer barges from two different locations on the lake.  Every effort will be made, to have a fourth harvester operating, but additionally assistance may be necessary.

Normally, the year following a five-foot drawdown, there is significantly less weed growth.  This year, however, due to the lower than normal water level, the sunlight has been able to penetrate deeper into lake water and caused much faster weed growth.  

Let there be no misunderstanding.  This is a one-time emergency shared service effort to help the State manage its’ wonderful natural resource and recreational destination for so many, which provides a continued source of revenue during these austere times.  The LHC will continue to seek funding solutions in order to address not only the weed problem, but to implement storm water management projects to improve the water quality in Lake Hopatcong.  

The LHC would like to thank all that have offered assistance to help in this year’s effort. Municipal or county agencies interested in providing staffing assistance or donations to support the harvesting program can contact the Commission office at 973-601-1070.  Businesses and individuals are encouraged to send a monetary donation to the LHC, P.O. Box 8515, Landing, NJ   07850.  If enough donations are received, it may be possible to operate another harvester on the lake.  All donations will help make Lake Hopatcong more enjoyable to use. 
The Lake Hopatcong Commission is a quasi-independent New Jersey State Commission founded in 2001 to protect the natural resources of the State’s largest lake.  

Lake Hopatcong is a 9-mile-long lake in the northwest part of New Jersey on the borders of Sussex and Morris Counties.  The 2658-acre lake with nearly 40 miles of shoreline is a major recreational center and one of the best freshwater fishing locations on the East Coast.  The lake is also an emergency source of drinking water during declared drought emergencies.
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